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Reading Matters
As a foundational skill for all other types of
learning, few things are as important as
reading. When given the right support, learners
can achieve their goals and create bright
futures for themselves. Reading skills - and
more importantly, a love for reading however,
does not happen automatically which is why
much emphasis is put on books at
Bhongolethu.

Tyler Sutcliffe

Library Learning
The Grade R's, Ones and Twos took time out of a busy school day to visit
the Masiphumelele Library. Always one of the most popular outings, the
children spent time engaging with the librarians who were extremely
informative and helpful. They explained to the children how to take out
books and how to look after them properly in a practical and easy way to
remember. Happy books are well looked after while sad books are those
that are damaged. The children were also treated to a story which saw
them sit as quiet as can be attentively listening to every word as it was
read. Afterwards, each child was given the chance to choose their own
book, before finding a spot in the children’s section of the library to quietly
sit and read. The outing also included everyone getting a goody bag as well
as a book mark. In an effort to encourage library memberships all of the
children were given letters for their parents to sign that when returned will
allow them to be issued with their own library cards. The Grade R class
was lucky enough to have one of the librarians come and visit their class as
part of their preparation for Grade 1.
.

“The more
that you
read, the
more things
you will
know. The
more that
you learn,
the more
places you’ll
go.” Dr
Seuss

Festival of Lights
Siyakhula kindergarden
enjoyed a Festival of Light.
They prepared for 2 weeks
making lanterns from tins
and painting decorations for
the special day. The
teachers and children
baked bread and made
soup to keep everyone
warm. The parents joined
the children as they walked
down the street with lights
in hand before returning to
school to light a huge fire in
celebration of love and light.

Empowering children for life
Kids who can have been visiting our
grade 1 class weekly helping our
children understand their feelings and
emotions. Using fun and practical
methods in a safe space, the children
learn about themselves ~ what they
like, what they dislike, how they feel
about things and how to manage what
life throws at them in a healthy and
effective way.

Sow some more
Term 2 also saw some of our sewing
school students complete their level one
course and we came together to
congratulate them at their Graduation. It
was a heart-warming experience for all
involved. A total of 36 students celebrated
during the event that included much
singing and speeches from class
representatives. Kundai and Tyler where
very proud to hand over the well-deserved
certificates. .

Our teachers got to meet with the
childrens parents one-on-one to
discuss the progress throughout
the year thus far and to collect
reports. These engagements
remain extremely important and
are encouraged.

MINDFULNESS

Claire Green presented a workshop to our teachers that took place at
Bhongolethu Foundation under the beautiful Milkwood trees. We enjoyed
every moment of connecting with ourselves and each other.

